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NOTICE OF PREPARATION

To:  See Attached Distribution List / ‘From:  Imperial Irrigation District
: 333 East Barioni Boulevard
P.O. Box 937
Imperial, CA 92251

Project Title: Desert Southwest Transmission Project
Project Applicant: Imperial Irrigation District

The Imperial Irrigation District (IID) and the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), are preparing a Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact
Statement (EIR/EIS) to assess the environmental effects of constructing, operating, and
‘maintaining a new transmission line from a new substation/switching station on north side of
Hobsonway, west of the Blythe Power Plant, approximately 10 miles north of Palm Springs,
California, a distance of approximately 118 miles (see attached figure). The proposed Project
will operate at either 230-kV or 500-kV and will provide increased transmission line capabilities
from the proposed new substation/switching station on Hobsonway to the Devers Substation to
meet transmission requests. -

The IID is the lead agency for the preparation of this EIR/EIS in compliance with the
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). We need to know the views
of your agency as to the scope and content of the environmental information which is germane to
your agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. Your agency
may need to use the EIR prepared by our agency when considering your permit or other approval
for the project.

The project description, location, and the probable environmental effects are contained in the
attached Notice of Preparation.

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible
date but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice. We will need the name for a contact
person in your agency. Please send your response to:

Michel D. Remington

Imperial Irrigation District

333 East Barioni Boulevard
P.O. Box 937

Imperial, CA 92251

Phone: (760) 482-9831

Fax: (760) 482-9896 '

E-mail: mdremington@jiid.com

Desert Southwest Transmission Line Project Page 1



Public Scoping Meeting: IID and the BLM will hold two public scoping meetings to present
information about the proposed project and to listen to the views of the public on the range of
issues relevant to the preparation of the Draft EIR/EIS. The meetings will be held on
Wednesday, August 14™ at the Blythe City Council Multipurpose Room, 235 N. Broadway in
Blythe, California from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM and on Thursday, August 15" at IID’s La Quinta
Board Room, 81-600 Avenue 58 in La Quinta, California from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM.

Scoping Comments: All comments must be received by August 30, 2002. You may submit
comments via (1) U.S. mail, (2) by electronic mail, (3) by fax, or (4) by attending the public
scoping meeting and making a statement or handing in a written comment.

Lead Agency Contact: Michel D. Remington, Supervisor, Environmental Compliance, Imperial
Irrigation District -

Signature: /% AV %‘W /7;_

Date: July 31, 2002
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REVISED NOTICE OF PREPARATION
OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT’S
DESERT SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Imperial Irrigation District (IID) and the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) are preparing a Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact
Statement (EIR/EIS) to assess the environmental effects of constructing, operating, and maintaining a
new, approximately 118 mile long, transmission line from a new substation/switching station located on
the north side of Hobsonway, west of the Blythe Power Plant, approximately 4.5 miles west of Blythe,
California, to Southern California Edison’s Devers Substation, approximately 10 miles north of Palm
Springs, California (see attached figure). The proposed Project will operate at either 230-kV or 500-kV
and will provide increased transmission line capabilities from the proposed new substation/switching
station on Hobsonway to the Devers Substation to meet transmission requests.

A Notice of Preparation (NOP) was sent to the State Clearinghouse (SCH #2001041105) and noticed for
public and agency review on Tuesday, April 24, 2001, for IID’s Proposed 230-kV “BN-BS”
Transmission Line Project. Since the publication of the NOP, the name of the proposal has been
changed to the Desert Southwest Transmission Project. Publication of the Draft and Final
Environmental Impact Report will be under that name. In addition, the proposed Project has been
revised to address comments and concerns raised during the scoping process.

The IID is the lead agency for the preparation of this EIR/EIS in compliance with the requirements of
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et. seq.), and
implementing guidelines (California Code of Regulations [CCR] Title 14, Section 15000 et. seq.), and
IID’s Rules and Regulations to Implement CEQA.

The BLM is the lead Federal agency for the preparation of this EIR/EIS in compliance with the
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) regulation for implementing NEPA (40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 1500 — 1508), and
the Department of the Interior's guidance manual on NEPA. :

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND

The'IID is a community-owned utility providing power to more than 90,000 customers in Imperial
County and parts of Riverside and San Diego counties. The California Energy QOutlook: Electricity and
Natural Gas Trends Report (CEC, 2001) describes the energy supply and demand trends of the past
decade to provide perspective on current events. The Report provides an overview of expected
developments in the near future and addresses the long-term demand outlooks through 2010. The energy
trend considers both electricity and natural gas developments. The report also examines electricity
demand, load management, and natural gas infrastructure developments. The report estimates that
demand for electrical power in the IID service area will increase at a rate of 20 to 30 megawatts (MW)
annually. The report also states that California’s peak electricity demand will continue to grow at about
two percent per year on average.

New generation facilities have been completed in the region to the north and east of IID’s service area
that may provide a portion of IID’s current and future requirements. These include the Griffith Energy
Project in Kingman, Arizona and the South Point Energy Project north of Parker, Arizona. The Blythe
Energy Project west of Blythe, California is under construction and will begin operation by the end of
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2002. In addition, IID has received requests for transmission and interconnection service that may
utilize the proposed transmission project.

Transmission access is the main constraint to utilizing these new generation sources to meet the
increased demand for electrical power in IID’s service area. IID’s primary transmission system includes
92-kV, 161-kV, and 230-kV transmission lines with direct interconnections at Mirage, Imperial,
Coachella Valley, Devers, and Blythe Substations. Presently, IID’s access to the Western Area Power
Administration (Western) transmission grid to the northeast is an existing 161-kV transmission line from
the existing Blythe Substation to Niland. This existing transmission line is expected to be operating at
or near its maximum capacity by the end of 2002.

ID determined that constructing and operating a new transmission line from a new substation/switching
station on Hobsonway to the existing Devers Substation would provide an acceptable transmission path
to meet the increased demands for electrical power in IID’s service area and to respond to transmission
service and interconnect requests. Operating voltages may be either 230-kV or 500-kV. The optimum
operating voltage will be based on the results of system studies that are currently underway.

1.3 Probable Environmental Effects of the Proposed Project

The EIR/EIS for the Project will address the full range of potential environmental impacts that could
result from the construction and operation of the proposed Project. The analysis will cover such areas
as:

> Biological Resources > Wilderness/Recreation

> Cultural and Paleontological Resources > Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice
> Air Quality > Noise

» Water Resources > Traffic and Transportation

> Geology and Soils > Public Health and Safety

> Visual Resources > Paleontological Resources

> Land Use

The EIR/EIS will also identify mitigation measures that will either avoid or substantially lessen the
effects of any potentially significant impacts of the proposed Project.

The following environmental issues will be analyzed in the EIR/EIS with regard to the construction and
operation of the proposed Project. Additional issues identified for analysis in response to this NOP,
through public meetings and/or field review, will be analyzed in the EIR/EIS process.

 © Water Resources - Water resources issues to be addressed will include potential impacts to water
supply, water discharge/reuse, water quality degradation, and flooding/drainage hazards.

» Geology and Soils — Geology and soils issues to be addressed will include identification of site
geologic/seismic hazards and significant geologic effects on the environment that may be induced
by the construction and operation of the proposed Project, including, but not limited to, a site
specific fault hazard investigation to evaluate the location of the San Andres Fault and an
evaluation of seismically induced liquefaction in relationship to the project. Any conflicts with
existing surface or other mining operations, or loss in availability of known mineral resources, will
be addressed within the EIR/EIS.

 Traffic and Transportation — Because the construction and operation of a transmission line can
result in a temporary increase in vehicle and equipment movement on the existing transportation
network, the EIR/EIS will address impacts from the proposed Project to the local street system and
major transportation routes, plus cumulative impacts from other development projects.
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 Noise — Noise issues to be addressed will include potential impacts to sensitive receptors from
construction and operation of the proposed Project, as well as cumulative impacts from other
development project and activities conducted on properties adjacent to the project site. The project
shall address Riverside County Office of Industrial Hygiene noise standards.

* Air Quality - Air quality issues to be addressed will include temporary impacts from construction
activities and the cumulative impacts of the project together with other planned air emission
sources. A technical air quality study for operation impacts will be conducted in accordance with
appropriate regulatory permitting requirements. :

F

* Biological Resources — Biological resource issues to be addressed will include potentially
significant impacts on sensitive plant and animal species and their habits along the proposed
Project and alternative corridors. Biological surveys will be conducted by qualified biological
consultants.

* Visual Resources/Aesthetics — Visual and aesthetic resource issues to be addressed will center
around the extent to which the proposed Project’s presence would change the perceived visual
character and quality of the environment near the proposed Project. Lighting of the project
facilities (i.e., new substation/switching station on Hobsonway and the expanded Midway
Substation) will also be addressed. A visual analysis will be prepared, including the use of visual
simulations to evaluate visual impacts.

» Land Use ~ Land use and planning issues to be discussed include the consistency of the proposed -
Project with tribal, federal, state, regional, and local land use plans and regulations, and the
compatibility of the proposed Project with existing and planned land uses. Agricultural issues to
be discussed include the potential conversion of productive farmland, and conflicts with existing
zoning or state Williamson Act contracts. ’

* Socioeconomics — Socioeconomics issues to be discussed include an analysis of labor pool
location and size, regional employment levels, likely employment sector growth, workforce
availability, housing availability, and the impact of the construction and operation of the proposed
Project on these topics. Environmental justice issues will also be evaluated.

» Public Health and Safety — Public health issues to be discussed include potential impacts
resulting from public exposure to pollutants associated with construction of the proposed Project.
Hazardous materials and waste issues to be discussed include the identification of hazardous
materials to be used, how these materials will be stored and handled, and the potential for and
impact of accidental release of hazardous materials.

 * Cultural Resources — Cultural resources issues to be discussed include potential impacts of the
proposed Project on historic, archaeological and/or traditional cultural resources along the
alternative corridors. Cultural surveys will be conducted by qualified archaeologists.

» Paleontological Resources — Paleontological issues to be addressed  include whether
paleontological resources are present along the proposed Project and altemative corridors and
determining their significance.

* Indian Trust Assets — Indian trust assets issues to be discussed will include an evaluation of the
proposed Project and associated land lease for consistency with tribal goals and policies.

1.4 Alternatives

The EIR/EIS will evaluate feasible project altemnatives, including alternative routes, transmission
alternatives, generation alternatives, and alternative transmission technologies. The No Action/No
Project Alternative will also be evaluated.
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Proposed Environmental Impact

‘Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/E

for the Imperial Irrigation District's Proposed P
California Desert Southwest Transmission Lin
Project, California

[Federal Register: August 13, 2002 (Volume 67, Number 156)]
[Notices]

[Page 52737-52738]

From the Federal Register Online via GPO Access [wais.access.gpo.c
[DOCID:fr13au02-56]

DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR

-Bureau of Land Management

[CA-660-1430-ER-CACA-44491]

Proposed Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact
Report (EIS/EIR) for the Imperial Irrigation District's Proposed X
California Desert Southwest Transmission Line Project, California

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the Imperial Irrigatic
District (IID).

ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare a joint EIS/EIR addressing a
proposed 230 or 500kV transmission line project and possible Calif
Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan Amendment.

SUMMARY: In compliance with regulations at 40 CFR 1501.7 and 43 CE
1610.2, notice is hereby given that the BLM, together with the III
propose to prepare a joint EIS/EIR for the IID's proposed 230 or ¢
kilovolt (kv) ~“California Desert Southwest'' Transmission Line
Project. The BLM is the lead Federal agency for the preparation of
EIS/EIR in compliance with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental Qual
(CEQ) regulations for implementing NEPA (40 Code of Federal Reguls
[CFR]

1500-1508), and the Department of the Interior's manual guidance
on NEPA; and the IID is the lead State of California agency for tt
preparation of this EIS/EIR in compliance with the requirements of
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code
Section 21000 et seq), and implementing guidelines (California Co¢
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EPA: Federal Register: Proposed Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact... Page 2 of 4

Regulations [CCR]

Title 14, Section 15000 et seqg), and IID's rules and

regulations to implement CEQA. This notice initiates the public
participation process for planning, initiates public scoping for t
EIS and also serves as an invitation for other cooperating agencie
Potential cooperating agencies include the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Western Area Power Administration, the Department of Defe
the State Historic Preservation Officer, and the California Depart
of Fish and Game.

DATES: For scoping meetings and comments: Two public scoping meeti
will be held during 2002 on the following dates:

1. August 14, from 7-9 p.m., at the Blythe City Council
Multipurpose Room, Blythe, CA.

2. August 15, from 7-9 p.m., at the IID Board Room, La Quinta,

Written comments must be postmarked no later than 30 days from
date of this notice in order to be included in the draft EIS/EIR.
Please submit any comments to the address listed below.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should be addressed to Mr. James G. Ke
Field Manager, Bureau of Land Management, Palm Springs-South Coast
Field Office, 690 West Garnet Ave, PO Box 581260, North Palm Sprir
California 92258-1260.

The meeting locations are:

1. Blythe City Council Multipurpose Room, 235 N. Broadway, Bly
CA.

2. Imperial Irrigation District, 81-600 Ave. 58, La Quinta, CZ

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John Kalish, Bureau of Land
Management, Palm Springs-South Coast Field Office, 690 West Garnet
PO Box 581260, North Palm Springs, California 92258-1260, (760) 2¢
4849,

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Imperial Irrigation District (IID)
community owned utility providing power to more than 90,000 custon
in Imperial County and parts of Riverside and San Diego Counties,
in California. The IID is experiencing an increase in electrical ¢
at an estimated rate of 20 to 30 megawatts annually. In an effort
meet electrical power demand, the IID is proposing to construct a
or 500 kilovolt (kV) electrical transmission line located parallel
adjacent to Interstate Highway 10 between North Palm Springs and
Blythe, California, a distance of approximately 118 miles. The prc
Project will operate at either 230-kV or 500-kV and will provide
increased transmission line capabilities from the existing Devers
substation at North Palm Springs, to the proposed Hobsonway substs
located west of Blythe. '
The proposed transmission line is located within the designate
Utility Corridor ““H'' under the California Desert Conservation Az
(CDCA) Plan of 1980, as amended. This utility Corridor directly
parallels Interstate Highway 10. An amendment to the CDCA Plan wou
required if an alternative to this proposed project, analyzed in t
EIS/EIR, is ultimately chosen that is not within one of the 16 uti
corridors designated in the CDCA Plan. The CDCA Plan states that r
utility needs which do not conform to the adopted corridor system
be processed by means of a Plan Amendment in conjunction with nece
permit hearings required by other agencies. Under the CDCA Plan, t
BLM may either authorize installation of a 161kV or larger transmi
line within existing utility corridors, deny the proposed project
amend the CDCA Plan to accommodate an alternative alignment that 3
outside of existing designated utility corridors. Any proposed
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amendments to the CDCA Plan would be analyzed in this EIS/EIR.

BLM has identified a preliminary list of issues which will nee
be addressed in this analysis. Members of the public are invited t
identify additional issues and concerns to be addressed. The
preliminary list of issues includes potential impacts to the habit
species listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as
amended, including the desert tortoise, Coachella Valley fringed t
lizard, Coachella Valley milkvetch, as well as to several BLM
administered areas including the Coachella Valley Preserve, Allige
Rock Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) , Chuckwalla Val
Dune Thicket ACEC and Camp Young of the WWII Desert Training Cente
California-Arizona Maneuver Area.

Planning criteria (43 CFR 1610.4-2) are parameters, generally
on applicable law, which guide development of a plan amendment to
ensure the planning process is tailored to the issues and unnecess
data collection is avoided. The BLM has put together the followinc
preliminary list of planning criteria and also invites the public
provide written comments on these criteria.

1. The Proposed Northern and Eastern Colorado Desert (NECO) PI
Final EIS and the draft California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA)
Amendment for the Coachella Valley/EIS shall be considered to enst
that there are no inconsistencies between either of these plans ar
IID proposal. This is critical as these plans '

[[Page 52738]]

are being prepared to address the recovery of Federally listed spe
under the ESA.

2. The IID proposal itself will be subject to Section 7
consultation in accordance with the ESA to address potential impac
listed species, including cumulative impacts.

The planning process and environmental review analysis for a ¢
Plan Amendment shall be conducted from an interdisciplinary perspe
to ensure all issues are adequately addressed. At a minimum, input
shall be sought from the following disciplines: biological resourc
cultural resources, visual resource management, recreation, wildez
and lands and realty.

Interested members of the public are now invited to participat
a NEPA scoping process, and are requested to help identify new iss
or concerns and alternatives to be considered related to this pror
Project. Written comments must be submitted no later than 30 days
the date of this notice to ensure that your comments are included
the draft EIS/EIR. When available, the public will be provided a ¢
public review period on the draft EIS/EIR and a 30-day protest per
on the final EIS/EIR. These documents will be made available on tt
Internet at BLM's Web site: www.ca.blm.gov [EXiTdscsimer» and at loca
libraries in the cities of Blythe, Niland, La Quinta and Palm Spri
California. Contact the BLM if you would like to be included in tt!
mailing list to receive copies of all public notices relevant to t
project.

James G. Kenna,

Field Manager.

[FR Doc. 02-20418 Filed 8-12-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-40-P
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