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OWENS PFAK WILDERNESS STUDY ARFA (WSA)
(CA-010-026)

THE STUDY AREA -—— 25,514 acres

The WSA is located in eastern Kern County, occupying the western edge of the
Sierra Crest, approximately 25 miles west of the town of Ridgecrest,
California. The WSA includes 24,128 acres of BIM land and 1,386 acres of
private land (see Map 1 and Table 1).

The WSA is bounded on the north by Nine Mile Canyon Road, on the south by
Highway 178, on the east by the California Desert District boundary, and on
the west by the Canebrake Road. The Owens Peak WSA (CDCA-158) borders this
WSA along its eastern edge, a portion of which has been recommended suitable
for wilderness.

The WSA consists of rocky, steep slopes along the west face of the Sierra
Nevada Crest and rolling terrain interspersed by meadows at lower elevation
levels. A unique ecotone formed by the convergence of five vegetative types
is found here. The primary vegetative type is pinyon; in addition, there
are outstanding examples of Joshua tree woodland near the Walker Pass area,
big sage/rabbitbrush associations and mixed conifer at the higher
elevations.

The WSA is part of the Monache-Walker Pass National Cooperative ILand and
Wildlife Management Area (NCLWMA), established in 1962 through Public Land
Order No. 2594. It is managed by BIM in cooperation with the California
Department of Fish and Game (CDF&G) for the benefit of the wildlife
resources. Both agencies have been involved in habitat improvement
projects, especially water developments, which have significantly improved
the habitat for upland game species.

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal ILand Policy and
Management Act (FLPMA). Suitability recommendations were analyzed in the
Draft aiid Final Envirormental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Central
California Study Areas. A sumary of the area's wilderness values was
included in the Final EIS. Three different suitability recommendations were
analyzed in the EIS: all wildermess, partial wildermess (recommending 64% of
the area as suitable), and no wilderness.

RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONAIE —— 16,399 acres recommended for
wilderness
8,231 BIM acres recommended for
nonwilderness

Sixty-four percent partial wilderness is the recommendation for this WSA -
8,231 acres in this WSA are released for uses other than wilderness. This
recommendation is in accordance with the South Sierra Foothills Management
Framework Plan/South Sierra Foothills Grazing Management EIS, dated 1983.
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In addition to the Federal acreage recammended for wildermess, 368 acres of
private land will be acquired through exchange or purchase and designated as
wilderness. With acquisition of these inholdings, a total of 16,399 acres
are recamended for wilderness. Appendix 1 lists the inholdings and
provides additional information on their acquisition. The all-wilderness
alternative is considered to be the envirormmentally-preferred alternative as
it would result in the least change from the natural envirorment over the
long term. The 64% partial wilderness alternative will be implemented in a
manner which will use all practical means to avoid or minimize envirormental
impacts.

Partial wilderness is the recommendation for this unit based on the
following rationale: the lands proposed are an example of a unique ecotone,
eleven candidate plant species occur in the recommended area, a portion of
the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail traverses the unit, and the
wilderness characteristics for the area are outstanding. With the deletion
of those parcels proposed, manageability and resource conflicts will be
reduced.

The proposed wilderness area is located in an ecotone between pinyon-juniper
woodland, sagebrush scrub, foothill woodland, Joshua tree woodland, and
yellow pine forest vegetative types. It is characterized by pinyon—-juniper
covered slopes in the higher elevations and mixed desert shrubs with annual
plants in the lower elevations. Occasional pockets of scrub cak and
coniferous forest occur on the crest of the Sierra Nevada near the east side
of the WSA. Particularly unique to the area are the eleven candidate plant
species that occur in the unit. Four of these species have been discovered
since 1984.

Overall, the wilderness characteristics for the area are outstanding. The
imprint of man's work is substantially unnoticeable throughout the unit. A
variety of steep canyons and small ridges serve to isolate the visitor from
outside sounds and provide excellent opportunities for solitude. One
special feature which offers the public an opportunity to view the WSA, is
the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail which winds 23 miles through the
unit.

For manageability reasons and other resource values, the following parcels
were not included in the area recommended for wilderness. Removal of the
parcel north of Chimney Creek is recommended as non-suitable for wildermess
designation. This will eliminate the irregular boundary and narrow,
protruding portions of the WSA while utilizing easily identifiable boundary
features. This exclusion also meets the demand for vehicular access for
historical pinyon mut and Christmas-tree harvesting. The removal of the
parcel on the western boundary would enhance the manageability of the area.
This adjustment includes eliminating 884 acres of non-public inholdings and
portions of the irregular boundary. The remaining private inholding in
sections 32 and 33, T. 25 S., R. 37 E., MM, would be acquired to prevent
incompatible development and the need for vehicular access. The parcel to
be removed on the southern boundary would also improve manageability. The
area is now receiving use by OHVs along the canyons and has a high potential
for OHV use along Highway 178. There are approximately 12 miles of routes
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of travel including primitive ways, washes and other ummaintained routes of
access included within this WSA. The boundary is relocated to points where,
because of the topography, vehicular access can be controlled and the
wilderness values maintained.






TABIE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area

BIM (surface and subsurface) 24,128
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0
Inholdings
State 0
Private 1,386
Total 25,514
Within the Recommended Wildermess Study Boundary Acres
BIM (within Wsa) 15,897
BIM (outside WSA) 0
Split Estate (within WSA) 0
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0
Total BIM Land Recommended for Wildernmess 15,897
Inholdings?!
State 0
Private 502
Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres
BIM (surface and subsurface) 8,231
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0
Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wildermess 8,231

Iappendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and split-estate tracts

included within the study.

For purposes of this report, split-estate lands are

defined only as those lands with Federal surface and non-Federal subsurface
(minerals). ILands that have Federal minerals but non-Federal surface should be
classified in this report by the owner of the surface estate.




3.

Naturalness: The unit displays a unique melting of vegetative
types. The primary vegetative type is pinyon; however, there are
outstanding examples of Joshua tree woodland near the Walker Pass
area, big sage/rabbitbrush associations and mixed conifer at the
higher elevations. Where these vegetative types come together,
interesting and umusual combinations of plants can be seen growing
in association with one another. The imprint of man's work is
substantially unnoticeable throughout the unit.

Solitude: The large size of this unit, combined with the
excellent and diverse topographic and vegetative screening provide
outstanding opportunities for solitude. Those areas where
solitude would be impacted adjacent to Highway 178, are outside of
the recamended suitable area.

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of
the national defense mission taking place in approved military
operating areas and flight corridors. The visual intrusions and
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude
which are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense
preparedness of the nation.

Primitive and unconfined recreation: The area offers good
opportunities for primitive and unconfined types of recreation.
The Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail enhances the access to the
area. Recently, water sources adjacent to the trail were located,
thus making this segment easier to hike in its entirety.

Special features: Eleven candidate plant species occur within the
unit, four having been discovered since 1984. Also as discussed,
the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail traverses the entire
length of the unit.

Diversi in the i Wilderness tion NWPS

l'

Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as
represented by ecosystems: This WSA contains 24,128 acres of the
Sierran Forest/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland ecosystem. Wilderness
designation of this WSA would add a new ecosystem to the NWPS.
The Sierran Forest Province/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland cammunity is
not currently represented in the NWPS.




Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation

Bailey-Kuchler

Classification NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies

Domain/Province/PNV areas acres areas acres
NATTONWIDE

Sierran Forest/

Juniper-Pinyon Woodland 0 0 5 30,872
CALTFORNIA

Sierran Forest/
Juniper-Pinyon Woodland 0 0 5 30,872

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population
centers: The WSA is within a five-hour drive of 10 major
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of
designated areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour
drive of the population centers.

Table 3 - Wilderness Opportunities for Residents of Major Population Centers

Population NWPS areas Other BIM Studies
Centers areas acres areas acres
California
Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,515
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548
Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790
Los Angeles-long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751
Merced 33 3,957,550 25 348,753
Modesto 36 4,126,963 81 1,722,326
Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649
Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-

Lompoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590
Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921

3. Balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness areas: The

WSA is within 50 air miles of six BIM WSAs recommended for
wilderness designation or partial designation; Sacatar Meadows
(CA-010-027) , Rockhouse (CA-010-029), Little Lake Canyon
(CDCA-157), Owens Peak (CDCA-158), El Paso Mountains (CDCA-164),
and Golden Valley (CDCA-170). Four miles to the west of the WSA
is the Domeland Wilderness Area and five miles to the northwest



lies the South Sierra Wilderness Area. Both of these units are
managed by the Sequoia National Forest.

C. Manageability

The area recammended is manageable as wildermess. No major conflicting
uses occur within this area. With the boundary adjustments
recamended, resource conflicts will be reduced to a minimum, thus
allowing for the effective management of this area as wilderness. Over
the long term, enhanced knowledge of visitor use patterns along the
Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail will enable BIM to monitor and
develop management guidelines for the trail.

There have been no conflicts over water rights to the area's streams
and springs in the past and none are anticipated in the future. The
springs are withdrawn as Public Water Reserve 107's and the Federal
water interest has been identified to the State of California,
Division of Water Rights. The streams form the headwaters of their
watersheds and have not been diverted within the WSA. A developed
spring source, within a short distance of the Pacific Crest National
Scenic Trail, will provide treatable drinking water.

Military overflights in this WSA must be considered to maintain the
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well
as the wilderness resource.

Energy and Mineral Resource Values

1. Summary of information known at the time of the preliminary
suitability recommendation: The geology and mineral resources for
the Owens Peak Wildernmess Study Area are described in the Affected
Enviromment Section of the BIM 1987 Wilderness Recommendations,
Central California Study Areas EIS. The EIS description is based
largely on a 1982 BIM minerals inventory (BIM Memorandum, March 2,
1982 Mineral Inventory Report: Owens Peak Wildermess Study Area,
(CA-010-032). The EIS indicates that there are occurrences of
gold, tungsten, zinc and possibly copper in the WSA but that no
economic concentrations of these minerals were known. It also
identified occurrences of decomposed granite, a salable mineral
material, but concluded these deposits were too inaccessible and
too far from local markets to have any value. The WSA was
considered to have no potential for oil and gas or geothermal
resources based on its geologic enviromment. The EIS indicates
there has been no history of prospecting or production within the
WSA, but that 16 unpatented mining claims were on record with BIM
in 1986.

The BIM mineral inventory report (BIM memorandum), determined that
the majority of the WSA is underlain by granitic intrusive rocks
associated with the Sierra Nevada batholith. The WSA also
contains several roof pendants with associated skarn deposits.
Claims were located throughout the WSA, but were mostly
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concentrated in the central portion. Claim activity around the
Golden Age Prospect is concentrated in the vicinity of contact
metasomatic tungsten skarn deposits. Several of the areas under
mining claims were noted to have been extensively prospected,
contrary to what is said in the EIS.

Summary of significant new mineral resource data collected since
the suitability recommendation, which should be considered in the
final recommendation: The United States Geological Survey (USGS)
and the U.S. Bureau of Mines (BOM) conducted mineral surveys of
the WSA from 1982 to 1985. The results of those surveys were
published in USGS Bulletin 1705-A titled The Mineral Resources of
the Owens Peak Wilderness Study Area, Tulare and Kern Counties,
California. This report indicates the existence of two areas
having moderate potential for the occurrence of tungsten
mineralization. This tungsten mineralization extends into both
the suitable and non-suitable portions of the WSA.

The accompanying map shows these areas of upgraded mineral
occurrence potential which are largely associated with roof
pendants of metamorphic rocks (skarn bodies) and pegmatite dikes.

USGS and BOM concluded that there are primarily four areas having
mineral resource potential in the WSA. The Burnt House Canyon
area has a moderate potential for the occurrence of tungsten, and
low potential for copper and zinc. The Spanish Needle Creek area
has a moderate potential for the occurrence of tungsten, and a low
potential for lead. The canyon east of Lamont Meadow and west of
Sand Canyon has a low potential for the occurrence of tungsten,
copper and barite. The area of lower Three Pines Canyon has a low
potential for the occurrence of tungsten and copper. For clarity,
only the moderate mineral resource potential areas are shown on

the accompanying mineral potential map (see Map 2).

BIM records as of May 6, 1988, indicate there are 17 lode mining
claims remaining in the WSA, nine in the suitable portion and
eight in the non-suitable portion. No mineral leases or mineral
material sales contracts/permits have been issued in this WSA.
The distribution of unpatented mining claims is shown in Table 4:

Table 4 - Mining Claims

TYPE NUMBER ACRES

MINING CTATMS  SUITABIE NONSUIT. TOTAL _ SUITABLE NONSUIT. TOTAL
ILode 2z 1 8 140 20 160
Placer 2 7 9 80 280 360
Mill Sites 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 9 8 17 220 300 520







E.

TImpacts on Resources

The following table summarizes the effects on pertinent resources for
all alternatives considered including designation or non-designation of

the entire area as wilderness.

(For a full explanation of this summary,

refer to the Central California Study Areas - Wildermess Final
Envirormental TImpact Statement.)

Table 5 - Conparative Sumery of the Inpacts by Alterrative

ISSE-RETATED BRORCEED ACTTON AITAWITTFRNESS NO-WITTERNESS
REOR¥S (EPRTTAL AWIT TFRVESS) AITFRWITVE AITFRNATIVE
Ipact an Wildemess desigation of Under the All-Wildemess There wauld be a minx impact
Wildemess Values |this area wauld result in Altarrative wildamess valies|to wildermess values within
a minaxr positive berefit to [wauld be retained amd slight-|the WBA as a result of in-
wildermess values particilarly|ly enhanced within the aeased GV e fram the
retiralress ad solitide as a [total WeA. Neturalress ad  |arent 650 visitar days to
result of clesing this area to|salitide wauld particularly  |1,000 visitor days. Addi-
recreationl GV use ad min- |benefit fram elimirating tiamally, lowlewl eplaa-
eral dewlgmat. Also, re- |660 visitar days of tion ad develgoment of
stricting the use of mede- |recreatiarl GV use ad pro-|mineral resanroes an 16
spxession waild slichtly mat. As a geecial feshre |would yesult in a loss of
berefit returalress. of the W&, the Racific rehiralness an 80 acxes as
Qrest Natiaal Soenic Trail  |well as an inpaimeat of the
Gaerally, wildemess values  |[would be slightly etaroed [WBA's perosption of ratural-
wauld ke retaired thraghat |as a reault of clesing the |ress ad saree of solitide
the WRA with the exsption of [WEA to rereatioal GV use. |within 2,000 axes in the
mineral develgreat including |In addition, lag-tem western partion of the WeA.
a lcss of raburalress an seorrity from uenticipated | Increased GV use wauld dis-
Fraxdimately 50 acres. Addi- |adverse actians wauld ke rypt hiking amd badkpacking

= an the RIST ad in-
creeee the threat of wehicle
=R an e trail.




Tkle 5 - Quperative Sumery of the Tnpacts by Altermative (cat.)

ISSE-RTATED BOROSED ACTTON AT AWITTERNESS NO-WITIFRNESS
— REORF¥S | | ACTFRNATTVE AITERWITVE
Ipact on Recre-  |Recyeatioml GV use of 50  |Recreatioml GV uee of 6650 |[Mobarized recrestion use
atiaal GV Use visitcrchysann]lymﬂdteLviﬂt:rdaysmln]lymﬂd wauld axtine ad is po-
foregae within the desig- ke faepye. The inpact of  [jected to inyesse from the
rated partion of the WA, The |this action on reeatiasl  |amrent 650 visitar days
inpact: of this action on rec- |GV use wauld be minor since |amally to under 1,000
reatical GHV use wauld be similar gpartinities are visitar days.
regligible becase of the available an other public
similar gpartinities avail- |lads.
adle on phlic lands atside
the WBA ad the relatively
amll amuat of use displacad.
Ayyaxdmately 600 visitar days
of recyeatiaal GV use
amnnally waild antine within
the mnrdesigrated partion of
the WBA.
Impact on the Overall, the WRA's axcheeo~  |Wildermess desigation of Overall, the WA's archeeo-
Presexvation of resaonrces will be the Owers Reak WEA will e~ la;mlmmnﬁ]lte
Archeedlogical retained uder the Prposad |hance the preservation of  [mindmally impactad by con-
Resorces Action. Surface-distinhing ardheeclogical resawces. tined vehicular access ad
activities sxh as mineral Surface-dishrbing activities| increased recreatiasl GV
develagument ad mechenized srh as mireral deelgmat  |uee as well as aaface
fire sypression will be ad mechenized fire spyres- |disturarce from pojected
restricted ad vehicular sicn will be restricted ad  |mirexal developrat activi-
axess alag 8 miles of primi-{wehicle acess alay 24 miles|ties and the use of medha-
tive vehicle rates will ke  |of primitive vehicle ways nized equiprent for fire
elimirated. Adverse impacts  |will be elimireted. spression traghaut the
associabed with contined WA,
mireral develgoment ad
vehiaular access in the nn-
auitable paxrtion of the WA
will be mincr.
mpa:tchlraal* Wildermess desigation wauld  |There wauld be a minar impact | There would be ro impacts an
BExplaation ad withdraw 64% of the area fram |on mineral explaation ad  |mineral eplaation ad
Develcamert: mineral etry while 36% deelgmat de to vithdraw- |develquet as the WA
waild remin availahle far ing the etire WeA fram wauld remin goen to mining
eplazation ad deelquent.  [mineral goyrgriation ad ad mireral explaration ad

entry. There are ro kown




Tahle 5 - Qoparative Sumery of the Inpacts by Altermative (cat.)

ISSUE-REIATED BRORCEED ACTTON ALL-WITTERNESS NO-WITTERNESS
REOURES (ERRTTAL AWILLERNESS) AITFRGITVE | AITFRWAITVE
the conrare ad deelg-  |ecoanic caoatratios of  |pobential fior coorrence ard
mert of minerals within the  [mineral resarces that wauld (develgment of minerals
W=, there would ke regligible(be foregae. within the W&, there is o
inpacts on mineral eplaation significant mining activity
ad develgmant. No signifi- pojectad for the area.
cat explaation ar develgp-
mat is anticipated within
the partion of the WaA ot
recamearded as suitable for

* NOIE: Sirce this impact samery teble was prepared, new mirerals data has been dotained, refer to the
erergy ad mireral resonrces section of this dooment.

F.

Iocal Social and Economic Considerations

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the Final
EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will occur in this
document.

Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments

Several study comments received during the wilderness inventory phase
dealt with other resource values and potential activities, such as
mineral values, rockhounding opportunities, and poss1b1e hydroelectric
power plant sites. One comment referred to noise and air pollution
influences on the unit from Highway 395.

During the study phase a public hearing was held in Fresno, California.
During the public hearing and comment period a total of 47 comments
were received, both oral and written, relative to this unit.
Thirty-eight comments supported the all-wilderness alternative. Five
comments supported the Bureau's partial-wilderness recommendation.
Four comments supported the no-wildermess alternative.

The Resources Agency of California supported the partial-wilderness
alternative, but believed it should be extended to cover the entire
WSA, since the gravel pit and Christmas-tree harvesting were not
considered justified, especially since the area contains the Monache
deer winter range and part of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail.

The Tulare County Board of Supervisors unanimously moved in favor of
the Bureau's recommendations.

No comments specific to this WSA were received from Federal agencies.
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APPENDIX 1
ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN
AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION
OWENS PEAK WSA (CA-010-026)

TYPE OF ESTIMATED
OWNERSHIP COST OF
BY ESTATE ACQUISITION
LEGAL
DESCRIPTION NUMBER PRESENTLY PREFERRED  LAND  PROCESSING

PARCEL TOTAL OF SURFACE SUBSURFACE PROPOSED FOR  METHOD OF  COSTS COsTS
No.  TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN ACREAGE OQWNERS ESTATE ESTATE ACQUISITION  ACQUISITION ($1000) ($1000)

1 255. 37E.32,33 MDM 368 1 PRIVATE FEDERAL YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore
may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1.

WPC3606r



