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1.

THE STUDY AREA —— 2,223 acres

The Domeland WSA is located in the northeastern portion of Kern County
approximately six miles south of the Kern/Tulare County line. It is

situated at the southern end of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, just across the
south fork of the Kern River from the community of Onyx, California. The WSA
includes 2,223 acres of BIM land (see Map 1 and Table 1).

The WSA consists of two separate parcels, each bounded on the north by the
United States Forest Service (USFS) Domeland Wilderness Area; and bounded on
the remaining three sides by private land.

The WSA is just to the east of lake Isabella. Both parcels are made up of
primarily very steep, rocky hillsides and the ends of ridges extending out
from the USFS's Dameland Wildermess Area. Elevations vary from approximately
2,800 feet on the south to over 4,000 feet on the northern portions of the
WSA. Vegetation on south-facing slopes is primarily desert needlegrass, with
some burrobush, chaparral yucca, convolvulus and California buckwheat. The
easternmost parcel contains a small riparian zone along the South Fork of the
Kern River. This zone is dominated by Fremont cottormwood and willow trees.

Ninety-percent of this WSA lies within the Monache-Walker Pass National
Cooperative Land and Wildlife Management Area (NCIWMA) established January
26, 1962 by Public lLand Order No. 2594. The NCIWMA is cooperatively managed
by the BIM with the California Department of Fish and Game (CDF&G) under
current public land laws. The entire WSA is within the South Fork
Cooperative Management Agreement Area. The riparian area in the WSA is
managed with The Nature Conservancy under a cooperative agreement. Proposed
actions will include willow and cottorwood planting and protective fencing
for plants in the riparian zone along the South Fork of the Kern River on
the southern boundary of the WSA.

The WSA was studied under Section 202 of the Federal Iand Policy and
Management Act (FLPMA). Suitability recommendations were analyzed in the
Draft and Final Envirommental Impact Statement (EIS) for the California
Section 202 Wilderness Study Areas. A summary of the area's wilderness
values was included in the Final EIS. Two different suitability
recommendations were analyzed in the EIS: all wilderness and no wildermess.




0 acres recammended
for wilderness
2,223 BIM acres recammended
for non-wilderness

No wilderness is the recommendation for this WSA. The entire acreage in
the WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. The all-wilderness
alternative is considered to be the envirommentally preferred
altermative as it would result in the least change from the natural
enviromment over the long term. The no-wilderness alternmative will be
implemented in a manner which will use all practical means to avoid or
minimize envirormental impacts.

The WSA is recommended nonsuitable for the following reasons: The
wilderness values of the area are not autstanding; current management
has proven effective in maintaining the area's existing resources; the
Sequoia National Forest expressed concern about the potential for
increasing trespass vulnerability to the USFS Dameland Wilderness Area
should the WSA be designated wilderness, and the steep, rocky slopes do
not add to or enhance the wildermess character of the Dameland
Wilderness Area.

The wilderness values for this WSA generally depend on the adjacent
USFS Domeland Wilderness Area, due to the WSA's small size and narrow
shape. The WSA has generally retained its naturalness, however,
opportunities for solitude are limited. Primitive and unconfined
recreation is restricted due to steep slopes and the lack of access,
except in the western end of the WSA where occasional hunting occurs.

The scenic quality of the WSA is typical of the surrounding landscape
with little diversity other than the presence of the South Fork Kern
River. Man-made visual intrusions are limited to ranching roads and
fences along the southern boundary. Overall, the WSA is not considered
to have high scenic quality.

Being part of the Monache-Walker Pass NCIWMA, the area is managed in
cooperation with the CDF&G for the benefit of wildlife resources.
Additionally, the riparian portion of the WSA is cooperatively managed
with The Nature Conservancy.
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TABLE 1 - Iand Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres
BIM (surface and subsurface) 2,223
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0
Inholdings

State 0
Private 0
Total 2223

Within the Recommended Wildermess Study Boundary Acres
BIM (within WSA) 0
BIM (outside WSA) 0
Split Estate (within WSA) 0
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0

Total BIM Land Recommended for Wilderness 0
Inholdings

State 0

Private 0

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres
BIM (surface and subsurface) 2,223
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0

Total BIM Iand Not Recommended for Wilderness 2,223

3. CRITERTA OONSIDERED IN DEVEIOPING THE WILDERNESS RECOMMENDATTONS

A. Wilderness Characteristics

1. Naturalness: The WSA consists of two separate parcels adjoining
the extreme southern end of the Domeland Wilderness (administered
by Sequoia National Forest). The parcels are made up of primarily
steep, rocky hillsides, rising sharply out of the Kern River
Valley. Both parcels have retained their natural character with
only minor marmade intrusions along the westerrmost parcel's
southern boundary. These intrusions include ranching roads from
the Onyx Ranch and a man-made reservoir in Gibonney Canyon.

2. Solitude: Opportunities for solitude in this WSA are limited due
to the unit's relatively small size, narrow shape and proximity to
ranching and farming operations.



This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of
the national defense mission taking place in approved military
operating areas and flight corridors. The visual intrusions and
associated noise create pericdic temporary effects on solitude
which are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense
preparedness of the nation.

3. Primitive and unconfined recreation: Very little opportunity for
primitive and unconfined recreation exists in this unit due to its
severe topographic features and lack of access. No non-motorized
use is known to currently exist except along the extreme western
end of the WSA.

4. Special features: The Domeland WSA contains no ecological,
geological, or other features of scientific, educational, scenic,
or historical value.

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System (NWPS)

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as
represented by ecosystems: This WSA contains 2,223 acres of the
Sierran Forest/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland ecosystem. Although the WSA
would add diversity to the types of ecosystems represented in the
NWPS, the Bureau has recommended two WSA's with similar ecosystems
(Owens Peak WSA and Sacatar Meadows WSA) as suitable for wilderness
designation.

Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation

Bailey-Kuchler

Classification NWPS AreasOther BIM Studies
Domain/Province/PNV areas acres areas acres
NATTONWIDE
Sierran Forest/
Juniper-Pinyon Woodland 0 0 5 52,777
CALTFORNIA
Sierran Forest/
Juniper-Pinyon Woodland 0 0 5 52,777
2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation

within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population
centers: The WSA is within a five-hour drive of ten major
population centers. Table 3 sumarizes the number and acreage of
designated areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive
of the population centers.




Table 3 - Wilderness Opportunities for Residents of Major Population Centers

Population NWPS areas Other BIM Studies
Centers areas __acres areas _ acres
California
Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,515
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548
Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751
Merced 33 3,957,550 25 348,753
Modesto 36 4,126,963 81 1,722,326
Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649
Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-

Lompoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590
Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921
3. Balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness areas: The

following is a list of BIM WSAs within 50 air miles recommended
for wilderness designation or partial designation: Sacatar
Meadows (CA-010-027), Rockhouse (Sec. 603 portion) (CA-010-029),
Little Lake Canyon (CDCA-157), Owens Peak (CDCA-158), El Paso

Mountain (CDCA-164), and Golden Valley (CDCA-170).

The Domeland

Wilderness Area is immediately to the north and the Golden Trout
Wilderness Area is 25 miles to the north. Both wilderness areas

are managed by Sequoia National Forest.

ili

The Dameland WSA is manageable as wilderness, but with some

difficulty. Manageability problems include the irregular boundary
leading to difficult recognition on the ground.
the area by OHVs from adjacent private lands would present problems.

In addition, access to

Military overflights in this WSA must be considered to maintain the
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well

as the wilderness resource.

Energy and Mineral Resource Values

1. Summary of information known at the time of the preliminary

suitability recommendations:

The geology and mineral resources of

the Domeland (202) WSA are described in a map and report
published by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and the U.S. Bureau
of Mines (BOM) for the adjacent USFS Domeland Wilderness Area,
(i.e., Berquist and others, 1983, Mineral Resource Potential Map
of the Tulare Counties, California, USGS, Misc. Field Studies Map,

MF-1395F) .

The mineral resource data in the Affected Envirorment

section of the 1988 BIM Wilderness Recommendations, California
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Section 202 Wilderness Study Areas Environmmental Impact Statement
(EIS) was taken largely from this USGS map and report. The EIS
indicates that the whole WSA has a low mineral resource
occurrence potential for a porphyry-type molybdenum deposit
(including copper, lead and zinc), and a low development
potential for common varieties of salable materials such as sand,
stone, gravel, etc. The potential for the occurrence of oil and
gas and geothermal rescurces is considered to be low.

The WSA is composed primarily of granitic rocks (granite,
granodiorite, and guartz monzonite) of the Cretacecus age
Isabella Granodiorite formation. This formation is part of the
southern Sierra Nevada batholith. The south fork of the Kern
River cuts through the WSA on it's southern boundary. Two
north-south trending canyons merge with the river, providing
deposits of alluvium and alluvial fan material within the WSA.
Metallic mineralization is considered to be of the hydrothermal
type. Evidence for the metallic mineralization is based solely on
geochemical data from stream sediments and spring waters. The
low-potential rating for metallic mineralization is based on the
small size of the geochemical anomalies and the lack of
corroborating geological evidence. The low-potential rating for
common varieties of sand, stone, gravel, etc. is based on the
availability of other, more accessible sources in the riverbed.

2. Summary of significant new mineral resource data collected since
the suitability recommendations, which should be considered in the
final recommendation: No USGS or BOM mineral surveys were
conducted in this WSA.

There is no record of production of minerals from this WSA. BIM
records dated March 25, 1988 indicate that there are no
unpatented mining claims, mineral leases or mineral material
sales contracts or permits in the WSA. Because of the low-
potential rating for mineral resources, no mineral potential map
was prepared for this WSA.

Impacts on Resources

The following table summarizes the effects on pertinent resources for
all alternatives considered including designation or non—-designation of
the entire area as wildermess. (For a full explanation of this

, refer to the California Section 202 Wildermess Study Areas -
Wilderness Final Envirormental Impact Statement.)




Table 4 - Comparative Summary of the Impacts by Alternative

ISSUE-RELATED

—RESOURCES | NO-WIIDFRNESS/NO ACTION) |

Impacts on
Wilderness Values

PROPOSED ACTTION

Impacts to wilderness values,
particularly naturalness and
solitude, will be limited.
The only activity affecting
wilderness values will be
the minimal mineral assess-
ment work necessary to main-
tain four placer claims.
There will be up to one-
half acre of seasonal
surface disturbance within
the riverbed and the per-
ception of naturalness
temporarily impaired on up to
five acres. Solitude will be
intermittently disrupted as a
result of the actual assess-
ment activity. There will be
no other impacts to the wil-
derness values within the
WSA.

ALL-WILDERNESS
| AUTERNATIVE

Wilderness designation of
the Domeland WSA would
result in a slight positive
benefit. The four placer
claims would most likely
be terminated. As a result,
validity examinations and
annual mineral assessment
work would be eliminated.
Long-term protection from
anticipated future actions
that could result in
potential adverse impacts
would be provided by
wilderness designation.

Impacts on
Mineral /Energy
Exploration and
Development

There will be no impact on
mineral/energy exploration
and development.

Wilderness designation
would result in closing
the entire area to mineral
entry. Based on a low to
nonexistent potential for
mineral development and
the lack of activity on
four placer claims, there
would be no mineral
development opportunities
foregone.




Table 4 - Camparative Summary of the Impacts by Alternative (Cont'd)

ISSUE-REIATED PROPOSED ACTION ALT ~WITDERNESS
RESCURCES NO-WITDERNESS/NO ACTION) ALTERNATIVE

Impacts on Although activities such as There would be a slight

Archaeological mineral/energy exploration positive impact on

Resources and development will be potential archaeological
permitted, there is no resources in the WSA.
surface disturbance antici- Although wilderness desig-
pated due to the lack of nation would preclude

projected management actions.| surface-disturbing activi-
There will be no impact on ties such as mineral
archaeological resources. exploration and develop—
ment, there are no pro—
posed management actions
that would potentially
result in any impacts to
archaeological resources
that may exist in the WSA.

F. Iocal Social and Economic Considerations

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the Final
EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will occur in this
document.

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments

Several comments were received during the wilderness inventory phase.
The majority of camments supported wilderness study of the area. A few
caments addressed the potential mineral values within the unit.

During the study phase, a public hearing was held in Bakersfield,
California and written comments were accepted until February 15, 1988.
The majority of the comments received supported the all-wilderness
alternative for this unit.

The Kern County Department of Planning and Development Services
supported wilderness designation for this unit. No comments were

received from Federal or State agencies specific to this WSA.






