
 
 



 





 
 

Proposed 
California Desert Conservation Area Plan Amendment  

for the Coachella Valley and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement 

 
 

Location:    Riverside County, California 
 
Lead Agency:   U.S. Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 
California State Office 
California Desert District 
Palm Springs-South Coast Field Office 
 

Project Location:    (portions of) Riverside and San Bernardino Counties, 
California 

 
For further information contact:  Field Manager 

Bureau of Land Management 
690 West Garnet Avenue; P.O. Box 581260 
North Palm Springs, CA  92258 
(760) 251-4800 

 
Abstract:    The Proposed Plan for the Coachella Valley amends the 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 1980 California 
Desert Conservation Area Plan.  The Proposed Plan and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement 1) provides for 
multiple use and sustainable development of the public 
lands while making progress towards healthy, properly 
functioning ecosystems, 2) provides for the recovery of 
federal and state listed species, 3) manages sensitive 
species to avoid future listing, 4) provides recreational 
opportunities on public lands, 5) makes available mineral 
and energy resources on public lands, and 6) facilitates 
land management consistency, management 
effectiveness, and cost efficiency across jurisdictional 
boundaries through collaboration with local governments 
of the Coachella Valley, State and other Federal 
agencies, Indian tribes, and private entities.  The 
planning area is approximately 1.2 million acres of which 
28 percent (about 337,000 acres) is managed by BLM. 

 
Protest procedures,  
timeframe, mailing:   See next page.  Written protests must be filed with the 

Director on or before November 18, 2002. 



Filing Protests 
Procedure, Timeframe, and Mailing 

 
The elements of a properly prepared protest are described in 43 Code of Federal 
Regulations 1610.5-2 Protest Procedures: 
 
(a) Any person who participated in the planning process and has an interest which is or 
may be adversely affected by the approval or amendment of a resource management plan 
may protest such approval or amendment.  A protest may raise only those issues which 
were submitted for the record during the planning process. 
 
(1) The protest shall be in writing and shall be filed with the Director.  The protest shall be 
filed within 30 days of the date the Environmental Protection Agency published the notice of 
receipt of the final environmental impact statement containing the plan or amendment in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER.  For an amendment not requiring the preparation of an 
environmental impact statement, the protest shall be filed within 30 days of the publication 
of the notice of its effective date. 
 
(2) The protest shall contain: 
(i) The name, mailing address, telephone number and interest of the person filing the 
protest; 
(ii) A statement of the issue or issues being protested; 
(iii) A statement of the part or parts of the plan or amendment being protested; 
(iv) A copy of all documents addressing the issue or issues that were submitted during the 
planning process by the protesting party or an indication of the date the issue or issues 
were discussed for the record; and 
(v) A concise statement explaining why the State Director’s decision is believed to be 
wrong. 
 
(3) The Director shall promptly render a decision on the protest.  The decision shall be in 
writing and shall set forth the reasons for the decision.  The decision shall be sent to the 
protesting party by certified mail, return receipt requested. 
 
(b) The decision of the Director shall be the final decision for the Department of the Interior. 
 
Mailing address for filing a protest: 
 
Regular mail      Overnight mail 
U.S. Department of the Interior   U.S. Department of the Interior 
Director, Bureau of Land Management (210)  Director, Bureau of Land Management (210) 
Attn: Brenda Williams     Attn: Brenda Williams 
P.O. Box 66538     Telephone (202) 452-5045 
Washington, D.C. 20035    1620 “L” Street, NW, Rm 1075 
       Washington, D.C. 20036 
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