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Desert Southwest Transmission Project 

Results Of June 2002 Surveys For Desert Tortoises and Other 
Special-Status Species For Alternative Routes A and C 
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APPENDIX E 

DESERT SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 
RESULTS OF JUNE 2002 SURVEYS FOR DESERT TORTOISES AND OTHER SPECIAL-STATUS SPECIES  

FOR ALTERNATIVE ROUTES A AND C 

MILE DESERT TORTOISE: 
MEAN # OF SIGN PER MILE2 

OTHER SPECIES: 
TOTAL # OF SIGN 

PER MILE3 
CORRESPONDING 
S.C.E. PV-DEVERS 

I MILE1 

APPROXIMATE 
ALTERNATIVE A  

MILE 

APPROXIMATE 
ALTERNATIVE C 

MILE 
BURROWS 

ALL  SIGN 
(burrows plus 

other sign) 
 

125 5 NA4 0 0  
126 6 NA 0 0 3 UMNO individuals 

127 7 NA 0 0 6 UMNO individuals 
1 LALU 

128 8 NA 0 0 4 UMNO individuals 
1 PHMC? scat 

129 9 NA 0 0 
1 LALU 

6 UMNO individuals 
2 PHMC? scat 

130 10 NA 0 0 
3 UMNO individuals 

1 Harvester Ant 
colony 

131 11 NA 0 0 3 UMNO individuals 

132 12 NA 0 0 
1-LALU 

3 Harvester Ant 
colonies 

133 13 NA 0 0 4 UMNO individuals 
134 14 NA 0 0  
135 15 NA 0 0  
136 16 NA 0 0  
137 17 NA 0 0 1 UMNO individual 
NA2 NA2 19 0 0 1 PHMC? scat 
NA NA 20 0 0 2 UMNO individuals 
NA NA 21 0 0 2 UMNO individuals 

NA NA 22 0 0 2 PHMC? scat 
1 UMNO individual 

NA NA 23 0 0 

4 PHMC? scat 
1UMNO individual 

2 Harvester Ant 
colonies 

NA NA 24 0 0 

2 UMNO individuals 
1 PHMC? scat 

4 Harvester Ant 
colonies 

NA NA 25 0 0 5 PHMC? scat 
NA NA 26 0 0 2 PHMC? scat 
138 18 18 0 0  
139 19 19 0 0 2 OPWI individuals 
140 20 20 0 0  

141 21 21 
0.25? 

(3 questionable 
burrows 

0.25? 
(3 questionable 

sign 
 

142 22 22 
0.08? 

(1 questionable 
burrow) 

0.08? 
(1 questionable 

sign) 
 

143 23 23 0 0 2 OPWI individuals 
2 POME individuals 

144 23-24 24 0 0  

145 24-25 24-25 0 0 1 LALU individual 
1 POME individual 
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DESERT SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 
RESULTS OF JUNE 2002 SURVEYS FOR DESERT TORTOISES AND OTHER SPECIAL-STATUS SPECIES  

FOR ALTERNATIVE ROUTES A AND C 

MILE DESERT TORTOISE: 
MEAN # OF SIGN PER MILE2 

OTHER SPECIES: 
TOTAL # OF SIGN 

PER MILE3 
CORRESPONDING 
S.C.E. PV-DEVERS 

I MILE1 

APPROXIMATE 
ALTERNATIVE A  

MILE 

APPROXIMATE 
ALTERNATIVE C 

MILE 
BURROWS 

ALL  SIGN 
(burrows plus 

other sign) 
 

146 25-26 25-26 0 0 1 FAME individual 
147 26-27 26 0 0  
148 27-28 27 0 0 1 OPWI individual 

149 28-29 28 
0.33? 

(4 questionable 
burrows) 

0.33? 
(4 questionable 

sign) 
 

150 29-30 29 0 0 5 OPWI individuals 

151 30-31 30 0 0 2 OPWI individuals 
2 POME individual 

152 31-32 31 0 0 2 OPWI individuals 
4 POME individuals 

153 32-33 32 0 0  

154 33-34 33 
0.08? 

(1 questionable 
burrow) 

0.08? 
(1 questionable 

sign) 
 

155 34-35 34 
0.33? 

(4 questionable 
burrows) 

0.42? 
(5 total sign; 

4 questionable) 
 

156 35-36 35 
0.08? 

(1 questionable 
burrow) 

0.08? 
(1 questionable 

sign) 
1 POME individual 

157 36-37 37 0.17 0.17 1 ESVIa individual 
158 37-38 37 0.17 0.25 1 POME individual 

159 38-39 38 0.17 0.17 

23 OPWI individuals 
4 POME individuals 

3 SAOB scat 
1 Stick Nest 

160 39-40 39 0.90 1.20 
22 OPWI individuals 
1 POME individual 

7 SAOB scat 
161 40-41 40 0.67 0.83  
162 41-42 41 0.42 0.50  
163 42-43 42 0.67 1.25  

164 43-44 43 0.50 1.25 1 OPWI individual 
1 POME individual 

165 44-45 44 0.67 0.75 
41 OPWI individuals 
10 ESVIa individuals 
1 POME individuals 

166 45-46 45 0.67 2.08 
10 ESVIa individuals 
43 OPWI individuals 
1 POME individual 

167 46-47 46 1.33 1.33  
168 47-48 47 0 0.20  

169 48-49 48 0.80 0.90 
18 ESVIa 

39 OPWI individuals 
1 SAOB scat 

170 49-50 49 0.27 0.82  

171 50-51 50 0.42 1.25 
12 ESVIa individuals 
54 OPWI individuals 
4 POME individuals 
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DESERT SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 
RESULTS OF JUNE 2002 SURVEYS FOR DESERT TORTOISES AND OTHER SPECIAL-STATUS SPECIES  

FOR ALTERNATIVE ROUTES A AND C 

MILE DESERT TORTOISE: 
MEAN # OF SIGN PER MILE2 

OTHER SPECIES: 
TOTAL # OF SIGN 

PER MILE3 
CORRESPONDING 
S.C.E. PV-DEVERS 

I MILE1 

APPROXIMATE 
ALTERNATIVE A  

MILE 

APPROXIMATE 
ALTERNATIVE C 

MILE 
BURROWS 

ALL  SIGN 
(burrows plus 

other sign) 
 

172 51-52 51 0.67 0.92 14 OPWI individuals 
173 52-53 52 0.42 0.58  
174 53-54 53 2.25 3.58  
175 54-55 54 0.25 0.58  

176 55-56 55 0.17 0.33 
1 ESVIa individual 
1 POME individual 

1 Stick Nest 
177 56-57 56 0.50 0.58  

178 57-58 57 
0.25? 

(3 questionable 
burrows) 

0.25? 
(3 questionable 

sign) 
 

179 58-59 58 0 0 1 SAOB scat 
180 59-60 59-60 0 0.17 1 SAOB scat 
181 60-61 60-61 0.80 1.80 1 SAOB scat 
182 61-62 62 0.90 1.55  
183 62-63 62-63 0.50 0.63 1 ESVIa individual 

184 63-64 63-64 
0.67? 

(8 questionable 
burrows) 

0.83? 
(10 total sign; 

8 questionable) 
 

185 64-65 64 0.58 0.83 1 ESVIa individual 
186 65-66 65-66 0.92 1.08  
187 66-67 66-67 0.50 0.67  

188 67-68 67-68 0.58 0.67 
1 ESVIa individuals 
3 POME individuals 

2 Stick Nests 
189 68-69 68-69 0.08 0.17  
190 69-70 69 0.33 0.33  

191 70-71 70 0 0 1 ESVIa individuals 
3 POME individuals 

192 71-72 70-71 0 0  
193 72-73 71-72 0 0  
194 73-74 72-73 0.08 0.08  

195 74-75 73-74 0.10 0.10 2 ESVIa individuals 
2 SAOB scat 

196 75-76 75 0 0 3 ESVIa individuals 
197 77 76 0 0  
198 78 77 0.50 0.63 2 SAOB scat 
199 78-79 78 0.44 0.78  
200 79-80 79 0.18 0.27  
201 80-81 79-80 0.50 0.60 4 POME individuals 
202 81-82 80-81 0.10 0.20 2 POME individuals 
203 82-83 81-82 0 0.20  
204 83-84 82-83 0 0  
205 84-85 84 0 0 1 POME individual 
206 86 85 0 0.08 1 POME individual 
207 87 86 0 0.17  
208 88 87 0 0 1 Stick Nest 
209 88-89 87-88 0 0  
210 90 89 0 0  
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DESERT SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 
RESULTS OF JUNE 2002 SURVEYS FOR DESERT TORTOISES AND OTHER SPECIAL-STATUS SPECIES  

FOR ALTERNATIVE ROUTES A AND C 

MILE DESERT TORTOISE: 
MEAN # OF SIGN PER MILE2 

OTHER SPECIES: 
TOTAL # OF SIGN 

PER MILE3 
CORRESPONDING 
S.C.E. PV-DEVERS 

I MILE1 

APPROXIMATE 
ALTERNATIVE A  

MILE 

APPROXIMATE 
ALTERNATIVE C 

MILE 
BURROWS 

ALL  SIGN 
(burrows plus 

other sign) 
 

218 98 97 0 0  
221 101 100 0 0 1 UMIN individual 
222 102 101 0 0  
223 103 102 0 0  
224 104 103 0 0  
225 105 104 0 0  
230 110 109 0 0  

231 111 110 0 0 28 Harvester Ant 
colonies 

232 112 111 0 0 93 Harvester Ant 
colonies 

233 113 112 0 0 30 Harvester Ant 
colonies 

234 114 113 0 0 87 Harvester Ant 
colonies 

235 115 114 0 0 1 ATCU individual 
1 SPTE individual 

236 116 115 0 0  
237 117 116 0 0  
238 118 117 0 0  

1. Existing Southern California Edison Palo Verde-Devers I Transmission Line 
2. Mean number of burrows and mean number of all sign is shown, rather than a total number, for comparability because some 

miles of right-of-way had fewer zone of influence transects than others.  See text for details.  
3. Legend for Species: 

ATCU Burrowing Owl 
ESVIa Foxtail Cactus 
FAME Prairie Falcon 
LALU Loggerhead Shrike 
OPWI Wiggins’s Cholla 
PHMC Flat-tailed Horned Lizard 
POME Black-tailed Gnatcatcher 
SAOB Chuckwalla 
Stick Nest – any raptor nest 
UMIN Coachella Valley Fringe-toed Lizard 
UMNO Colorado Desert Fringe-toed Lizard 

4. Not Applicable – Surveys do not apply to this portion of transmission line alternative  
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